
Sitting at a home at the peak of the summer is 
not an easy affair. This was the case for long 
and with the overexploitation of the earth 

by the human race that has led to global warming 
resulting in erratic climatic conditions and shooting 
up of mercury; it has become difficult even at the 
day time during winter to bear the direct heat that 
pierces the roof.

Even worse was the seepage of water from 
the roof however good the construction had been in 
some cases. But modern day constructions had their 
own drawbacks eventhough the RCC roofs had been 
laid through proper centering and curing processes.

And the people used various methods to resolve 
these issues. It was common to lay Terracotta tiles 
over the roof to arrest seepage. Weathering course 
that would be prepared using lime mortar and some 
Indian medicinal elements like Indian gallnut was 
an option to stick the tiles to the roof and also to 
escape the heat.

But these were mostly temporary measures 
and can only be handled separately. Not only that, 
the process is also tedious. Even if collective steps 
were initiated to resolve these issues, they were not 
longstanding remedies.

The situation did not change even after the 
emergence of apartments as the top floor would 
always be the headache for the builder. Even middle 
floors face seepage problem in bathrooms. But 
the builders of south India can now heave a sign 
of relief with the Chennai based CDS Agencies 
supplying a common solution to both the issues. The 
two-in-one product, Cool Roof Argil tiles, resolves 
both issues permanently.

These cool roof tiles, imported from Spain until 
a few years back, is now being produced in India 
by the ARGIL, Morbi, Gujarat based Amarshibhai 
Prajapati Group. The product, manufactured using 
Spanish technology, is marketed by CDS Agencies 
in south India.

February 2012   |   Our Building and Construction   |   35

SHUN SCOTCHING HEAT 
HAVE DAMP-PROOF
ROOF WITH ARGIL TILES



The CDS stakeholder, Mr. CDS. Ravichandran, 
has himself used the tiles and impressed upon the 
performance, he took up the distributorship for the 
Argil tiles. In recognition of the quality of these 
tiles, the BuilderLine’s best cool roof tile award 
was bestowed upon that was received by Mr CDS 
Ravichandran for ARGIL.

The unique feature here is that CDS offers 
5-year warranty on the tiles and even changes the 
tile free of cost if it breaks at the unexpected fall 
of heavy material. Additionally, concerned about the 
global warming and green environ, the agency also 
plants trees around the building where Argil tile is 
used.

Cool Roof tiles are made up of white ceramic 
base material, and three layers of 9% zirconium 
and the engobe coat that contains 2% Titanium 
warrant long life. These are tested in the company’s 
laboratory that is ISO 9001-2000 certified.

The laying process of these tiles does not 
require that much effort as terracotta tiles. You don’t 
need to follow all those time consuming procedures 
of terracotta, but to simply lay the tiles on the RCC 
with a slight sloping provided for the water drain. 
A slant of three inches to two inches can be set 
using light weight material, like brick jelly or baby 
jelly with cement mortar in the ratio of 1:3, or 
vermiculate mix, for cushioning against contraction 
of the slab.

Finally, the cool roof tiles are fixed and the 
tile joints are pointed with quality white cement. 
Thus the dampness on the roof is checked and heat 
reflected. And the cool roof process does not require 

longer timeline or higher cost on labour or material 
or even any special skill to lay the tiles.

Additionally, the roof becomes 100% 
waterproof and reflects 85% of the heat compared 
to conventional roof that is not waterproof and is 
only 15% heat reflecting. Apart from being a fire 

resistant material, the tiles also increase the indoor 
comfort during summer.

If you have been under scotching heat and 
damp roof, to have a peaceful and cool life and enjoy 
the advantages of the tiles, contact CDS Agencies: 
9443728851 Emai: cdsravi@yahoo.com
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Bombay HC upholds Centre’s 
decision to levy service tax

The Bombay High Court judgment in favour 
of the Union Government in the service tax case 
is expected to impact the real estate prices of 
the commercial capital of the country. A division 
bench of the High Court consisting Justice D Y 
Chandrachud and Justice Amjad Sayed that heard 
the case between the Centre and Maharashtra 
Chamber of Housing Industries (MCHI) has 
upheld the decision of the government to levy 
2.5 percent service tax on construction of flats 
and shops pronouncing the decision as legal and 
constitutional.

MCHI argued that taxation of land and landed 
properties is a privilege of the state government. 
The imposition of tax was effective from July 1, 
2010, following amendment to the Finance Act of 
2009.

Mr CDS Ravichandran 
receives the 

BuilderLine’s Best Cool 
Roof Tile Award on behalf 

of ARGIL for quality


